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VIRGINIA:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF VIRGINIA AT RICHMOND

IN THE MATTER OF
VSB LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY
TO AMEND VIRGINIA CODE SECTION 54.1-3912 (FEES)
PETITION

TO THE HONORABLE CHIEF JUSTICE AND THE JUSTICES OF THE
SUPREME COURT OF VIRGINIA:

NOW COMES the Virginia State Bar (“VSB”), by its president and
executive director, pursuant to Va. Code §§ 54.1-3910 and Section 1V, Part 6,
Paragraph 9 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia, and requests review
and approval of proposed VSB legislative activity (“Legislative Activity”) to
support amending the Code of Virginia pertaining to the schedule of fees that the
Supreme Court may fix to be paid by members of the Virginia State Bar for the
purpose of administering Article 2, (Bar Organization and Government) of
Virigina Code Section 54.1-39.12 (Fees), as set forth below. This proposal was
approved unanimously by the VSB Council (“Council”) on June 12, 2025.
(Appendix, pp. 29-31).

I. Overview of the Issue

The proposed VSB Legislative Activity seeks an amendment to allow the

Court greater flexibility, pursuant to Part 6, Section IV, Paragraph 11 of the Rules



of the Supreme Court of Virginia, to set the rate of VSB annual dues for lawyers
licensed in Virginia. The existing statutory cap was last amended in 1995 and, at
that time, reduced the amount the Court could fix from $300 to $250. This thirty-
year old amendment limits the Court’s ability to adjust dues to align with
contemporary economic conditions and operational requirements. Several reasons
support the proposed Legislative Activity to amend the Code.

First, and most importantly, the proposed change seeks to ensure the VSB’s
financial stability and sustainability, enabling it to better serve Virginia’s legal
community and the public. Despite cost-savings measures, since 2022 the VSB has
utilized accumulated reserve savings to supplement a deficit in operating revenue
to sustain status quo operations. Amending the Virginia Code will provide the
Court flexibility to ensure the VSB avoids insolvency currently projected to occur
in fiscal year 2029.

Second, in part due to the lack of statutory flexibility, VSB dues have not
increased since 2000 and, in fact, decreased for four years from 2012 through 2015
to account for the financial ramifications of the financial crisis on VSB members.
As such, VSB dues rank among the lowest in the nation (6th lowest of 33 unified
bars nationwide).

Third, since Virigina Code Section 54.1-39.12 was last amended in 1995, the

VSB has improved member services. These include providing the free Malpractice



Avoidance Hotline, free legal research software, free trust accounting and billing
software, and access to free training and CLEs. Meanwhile, VSB disciplinary and
regulatory functions have increased due to growing numbers of active and
associate class members.

Fourth, the VSB has implemented several cost-savings measures. These
efforts include reducing VSB staffing (the VSB’s greatest expenditure) 24 percent
as measured by the staff-to-member ratio compared to 2000, while maximizing
other sources of revenue (e.g., increased MCLE sponsor course application fees,
restoring fees for delinquent payments to pre-pandemic levels).

Fifth, the VSB has faced inevitable rising costs: Expenses related to staff
salaries (primarily imposed by statutory adjustments), technology, inflation, and
commercial office rent have significantly increased and have outpaced the VSB’s
static revenue.

Finally, this request is critical to avoid the continued depletion of reserve
savings that have supplemented operating revenue to account for growing, non-
discretionary costs. As a non-general fund agency, the VSB must utilize reserves
to meet operational expenses as opposed to requesting additional appropriations
from the General Assembly.

I1. Publication and Comments

On March 3, 2025, the VSB published a request for public comment on its



website. (Appendix, p. 1). Notice of the request was also published in the VSB’s
March 4, 2025, and April 1, 2025, E-News, (Appendix, p. 3); on the Virginia
Lawyers Weekly website on March 7, 2025, (Appendix, p. 4); and in the Virginia
Lawyer Register, Volume 73, in the April 2025 issue of Virginia Lawyer magazine.
(Appendix, pp. 7-8). The public comment period was open through May 20, 2025.
During the public comment period, 24 comments were received. Four comments
were in opposition, 17 commenters and 18 comments were in support, and two
comments proposed suggestions but did not take a position on whether the VSB
should engage in legislative activity.

Comments opposed were received from Orran L. Brown, Sr. (Appendix, p.
9), Susan Harris (Appendix, p. 10), Ryan Hershey (Appendix, p. 11), and Doug
Welty (Appendix, p. 13).

Comments in favor came from: Lily Engle (Appendix, p. 10), Matthew
Morrison (Appendix, p. 11), August Bequai (Appendix, p.12), Cullen D. Seltzer
(Appendix, p. 14), O. Randolph Rollins (Appendix, p. 15), James (Jay) Speer
(Appendix, p. 16), Joseph R. Carico (Appendix, p. 17), Martin Wegbreit
(Appendix, p. 18), Lonnie (““Chip”’) Nunley (Appendix, p. 19), John E. Whitfield
(Appendix, p. 20), Lisa Bennett (Appendix, pp. 21-22 ), Tim Freilich (Appendix, p.
23), Clay Warner (Appendix, p. 24), Valerie L’Herrou (Appendix, p. 25), Tara

Louise Casey (Appendix, p. 26), David Neumeyer (Appendix, p. 27), and James



McCauley (Appendix, p. 28).
Comments without a position were received from: Jennie Waering
(Appendix, p. 12), and Sherry Ramsey (Appendix, p. 13).

III. Proposed VSB Legislative Activity

If approved, VSB volunteer leadership and staff intend to petition members of
the General Assembly to amend Virigina Code Section 54.1-39.12 which states,
“The Supreme Court may promulgate rules and regulations fixing a schedule of
fees to be paid by members of the Virginia State Bar for the purpose of
administering this article . . . but the annual fees to be paid by any attorney shall

not exceed $250.”

Recognizing the inter-governmental involvement in this issue, the VSB
anticipates Legislative Activity to involve in person meetings between VSB
Council members, officers, and staff, on the one hand, and relevant members of the
General Assembly, on the other, to explain the need for the amendment, which
seeks to increase or eliminate the $250 statutory limit.

IV. Conclusion

Pursuant to Part 6, Section IV, Paragraph 9 of the Rules of the Court, the
VSB respectfully requests approval to engage in legislative activity to request the
General Assembly to amend Va. Code § 54.1-3912 during the 2026 General

Assembly Session.



Specifically, the VSB requests approval to propose and support amending
Va. Code § 54.1-3912 to remove or, alternatively, to raise the current $250
statutory maximum for VSB annual dues assessments. The proposed VSB
Legislative Activity was developed and approved in compliance with all
requirements of Paragraph 9 and adopted by Council by a vote of 61-0, on June 12,
2025. (Appendix, pp. 29-31).

THEREFORE, the VSB requests that the Court approve the proposed VSB
Legislative Activity for the reasons stated above.

Respectfully submitted,
VIRGINIA STATE BAR

oy KA s

K. Brett Marston, President

NS T =

Cameron M. Rountree, Executive Director

Dated this 24th day of July, 2025.
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N2/ A agency of the Supreme Court of Virginia

i 1.539.

(ESign Sn Lawyer Look Up.  Fastcase

Proposed VSB Legrsblatrive Actrivrtyto Amend Vla. Code §

54.1-3912

June 25, 2025

Atstsrreetsngon June 12, 2025,sn Vsrgsnsa Beacr, tre Vsrgsnsa State Bar Councsi approived proposed
VSB engagerrent sn iegssiatsive actsivsty to arrend Va. Code § 54.1-3912 sn tre 2026 Generai Asserrbiy
Sessson. A petstson wsii be sent to tre Suprerre Court of Vsrgsnsa for approivai. Tre petstson wsii be

posted rere after stsssent.

VSB Seeks Pl..rc Commenton Legrsblatrive Actrivrty to

Amend Vla. Code § 54.1-3912
March 3, 2025

TreVsrgsnsa State Bar (VSB) seeks corrrrents on sts proposed engagerrent sn iegssiatsive actsivsty,
pursuanttoPart6, Sectson V,Paragrapr9(0)oftreRuiesoftreSuprerreCourt of Vsrgsnsa,toarrend
Va.Code§54.1-3912sntre2026 GeneraiAsserrbiySessson.Treproposed arrendrrentasrrstoarrend
tre statutory rraxsrrurr fortre annuai dues pasd to tre VSB.

Trssarrendrrent proposes to aiiow tre Suprerre Court of Vsrgsnsa greater fiexsbsisty, pursuant to Part
6, Sectson "V, Paragrapr 11 of tre Ruies of tre Suprerre Court of Vsrgsnsa, to set tre rate of tre VSB
annuaidues for iawyers iscensed sn Vsrgsnsa. The existing statutory cap was amended in 1995 (from
$300 to $250) and isrrsts tre Court's absistyto adOust dues to aisgn wstr econorrsc condstsons and
operatsonairequsrerrents.

fmportantly, any change to the statutory cap would notresultin an automatic dues increase.
Any future adjustments to the annual dues would require separate approval from the Court.



Treproposed crarge seekstoersure tre VSB's firarcsai stabsistyard sustasrabsisty, era‘gﬁpr% &1 flolx page?2

better serve Vsrgsrsa'siegai commursty ard tre pubisc. Tre key reasors supportsrg trss amerdmert
sreiudes

. FlatDuesfor25YearssDuesraverotsrcreasedssrce 2000 (ard were decrea sed for four years
from2012trrougr2015),ardrarkamorgtreiowestsrireratsor (6tr iowest of 33 ursfsed bars
ratsorwsde).

L Tncreased benefitss Overtrsspersod, tre VSB ras errarced iawyer berefsts by srtroducsrg tre
free Maipracts ce Avosdarce Hotisre, free iegai researcr software, free trust accourtsrg ard
bsiisrg software, ard access to free trasrsrgsard CLEs.

3 Cost-Savings Measuress Tre VSB ras smpiemerted varsous effscsercses (e.g., reduced
persorreitoa24 percertiower staff-to-member ratso compared to 2000) wrsie maxsmsiirg
otrersources of reverue (e.g, srcreased MCLE sporsor course appiscatsor fees).

I RisingCostssExpersesreiatedtosaiarses,tecrroiogy,srfiatior,ard rertrave ssgrsficartiy
srcreased outpacsrg tre VSB's reverue.

5 Financial Viability; Amembersrsp dues srcrease wsii avosd VSB srsoivercy sr FY 29.

Tftre Gererai Assembiyamerds Va. Code § 54.1-3912, tre VSB piars to request tre Court's approvai
forararruai dues srcrease ismsted to tre amourtrecessary to baiarce totai reverue wstr recessary
experses. Based on current budget projections, the VSB anticipates requesting an increase of no
more than 20 percenttothe current$250 dues assessment.

Comment;

Arysrdsvsduai,bussress,orotrerertstymaysubmstwrsttercommertssr support of or sr opposstsor
totre prop osed acts orto Cameror Rou rtree, Executsve Dsrector of tre Vsrgsrsa State Bar, by ciose of
bussress or May 20, 2025. Commertsmay be submstted vsa emasi top ubmnllomm ent@vsb xorg.
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Virginia State Bar
Rountree, Cameron

Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER March 2025 | VSB News: Council highlights; Dues increase plans; CPF payments; Brown v. Board all star event;

Date:

So many CLEs, events, and lawyer jobs!
Tuesday, March 4, 2025 12:47:23 PM

Virginia State Bar

Governance and News

Highlights of the March 1 VSB Council Meeting

At its meeting on March 1, 2025, in Richmond, the Virginia State Bar Council heard the
following significant reports and took the following actions.

VSB Seeks Public Comment on Legislative Activity to Amend Va. Code § 54.1-3912
The VSB seeks comments on its proposed engagement in legislative activity to amend
Va. Code § 54.1-3912 in the 2026 General Assembly Session. The proposed amendment
aims to amend the statutory maximum for the annual dues paid to the VSB.

VSB Clients’ Protection Fund Board Pays $266,994 on Eighteen Petitions

Four Virginia attorneys resulted in payments totaling $266,994 in reimbursements to their

former clients.
Volunteers still needed for VSB leadership!
K. Brett Marston, president-elect of the VSB, seeks active and in-good-standing Virginia

lawyers to serve on a variety of committees beginning July 1, 2025.
Or, consider serving on a local disciplinary district committee representing your judicial

district in self-regulation. The deadline to apply for committee service is March 7.

Part 6, § | Regarding Unauthorized Practice Rules

The Virginia State Bar seeks public comment on proposed amendments to Part 6, § | of
the Rules of Court, Unauthorized Practice Rules. Comments due March 7.

Supreme Court of Virginia Restores Delinquency Fees to Pre-Pandemic Levels
Effective March 17, 2025, the Supreme Court of Virginia amended a number of its rules.
Appalachian School of Law Suffers Flooding Caused by Heavy Rains

Virginia lawyers are asked to consider donating to Appalachian School of Law and its
students after heavy rains caused flooding and losses at the law school in Grundy in mid-

February.

Compliance

All 2024 MCLE hours must be reported and outstanding MCLE
delinquency fees must be paid by March 17, 2025, 4:45 pm ET. Failure
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Bar seeks comment on proposed amendment to annual dues cap

Virginia Lawyers Weekly
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According to a March 3 release from the VSB, the proposed amendment would "allow the Supreme
Court of Virginia greater flexibility... to set the rate of the VSB annual dues for lawyers licensed in
Virginia."

If the code is amended, the VSB stated it plans to request approval from the Supreme Court of
Virginia "for an annual dues increase limited to the amount necessary to balance total revenue | :
with necessary expenses." Broadband installation statute
unconstitutional

The Supreme Court of Virginia rules a broadband le
unconstitutional for enabling private takings wi(...]
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adjustments to the annual dues would require approval from the Supreme Court of Virginia.

The statutory cap on annual dues was last amended in 1995, when the maximum annual dues cap
decreased from $300 to $250. Per the VSB, annual dues have remained flat since 2000, minus a
four-year decrease from 2012 to 2015, and remain among the lowest of the country's unified bars.

But rising costs with salaries and technology, as well as the pressures of inflation, were cited as a
reason for the proposed amendment, with the VSB stating that a dues increase will avoid VSB

insolvency in the 2029 fiscal year.

"The proposed change seeks to ensure the VSB's financial stability and sustainability, enabling it to
better serve Virginia's legal community and the public," the VSB stated via release.

Comments for or against the proposed legislative action can be submitted to VSB Executive
Director Camron Rountree at publiccomment@vsb.org. Comments must be received by close of

business on May 20.

Re.. _ Content

Justices clarify deadlines for immigration
petitions for review

U.S. Supreme Court rules a BIA order in withholding-only
cases is not a final removal order, impacting deadlin]...]

June 30, 2025
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James Walkinshaw wins Democratic contest to
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late U.[...]

June 30, 2025
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Justices revive death row inmate's DNA testing
claims

A Texas death row inmate has standing to bring a §1983
due process claim challenging the state's postconvic|...]

June 27, 2025

(https://valawyersweekly.com/2025/06/27/justices-revive-
death-row-inmates-dna-testing-claims/)

Justices nix suit to lift Planned Parenthood
Medicaid exclusion
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Virginia Lawyer Register

NOTICES TO LAWYERS

The Court of Appeals of Virginia Issues Guide to Assist Self
Represented Litigants

The Court of Appeals has issued a “Self-Represented Litigant
Guide” to help people who appear before the Court without
an attorney to represent them. https://www.vsb.org/Site/news/
news-items/20250307-court-of-appeals-self-litigants.aspx

VSB Seeks Public Comment on Legislative Activity to
Amend Va. Code § 54.1-3912

The VSB seeks comments on its proposed engagement in
legislative activity to amend Va. Code § 54.1-3912 in the 2026
General Assembly Session. The proposed amendment aims to
amend the statutory maximum for the annual dues paid to the
VSB.  https://www.vsb.org/Site/news/rules-news/20250303-
dues-statutory-max.aspx

Appalachian School of Law Suffers Flooding Caused by
Weekend Rains

Virginia lawyers are asked to consider donating to Appalachian
School of Law and its students after heavy rains caused flooding
and losses at the law school in Grundy. https://www.vsb.org/Site/
news/news-items/20250218-appalachian-law-floods.aspx

Attention VSB Retired Members:

Beginning with the August 2025 issue, retired members
must opt-in to receive Virginia Lawyer magazine by
mail. Respond with your preference to the Virginia State
Bar form at https://forms.office.com/g/wXPMt6M09c by
June 30. Virginia Lawyer is also available online. If you have
any concern, please email vsbinfo@vsb.org.

4 )

Mandatory Professionalism Course
for New VSB Members

By order of the Supreme Court of Virginia, this manda-
tory course must be completed within twenty-four
months of becoming an active lawyer in the Virginia
State Bar.

Failure to attend this course within twenty-four months
of becoming an active lawyer will result in administrative
suspension of an attorney’s license, pursuant to Rules
of the Supreme Court of Virginia, Part Six, Section IV,
Paragraph 19.

Upcoming courses:

April 30 Roanoke, VA
June 12 Virginia Beach, VA
August 14 Fairfax, VA
September 03 Richmond, VA

Course requirements, dates, and registration information:
https://bit.ly/professionalismcourse

4 )

Reminder: Annual Dues Statements
are Online Only

Dues statements are no longer mailed. Plan to pay

online with a credit card in July 2025. Keep your

email current in the member portal at vsb.org to
receive the monthly VSB News email.

NG J

Ethics Questions Answered

The VSB Ethics Hotline is a confidential consultation
service for Virginia lawyers. Any Virginia lawyer
may seek informal ethics or unauthorized practice
of law advice.

Call (804) 775-0564 or visit www.vsb.org.

www.vsb.org

VOL. 73 | APRIL2025 | VIRGINIA LAWYER
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Public Comments on Proposed Legislative Activity to Amend Va.

This contains all public comments on the VSB’s proposed legislative activity to amend Va. Code
§ 54.10-912. The comments are organized by the date received by the VSB.

From: Orran Brown

To: publiccomment

Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER FPW: Opposition to Request for Amendment to Va Code Section 54.1-3912
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 1:56:22 PM

You don't often get email from cbrown@browngreer.com. Learn why this is important

I oppose any change to this statute that could lead to higher VSB dues for any Virginia lawyer.

We lawyers in Virginia receive no support or help from the State Bar in any respect. We get
nothing back in a positive way for the dues we already are required to pay.

Instead. the VSB treats its lawyers as the enemy. Constant threats about paying dues and
having to submit CLE hours. Punishments handed out to lawyers that do nothing to improve
their performance or the profession. The CLE requirement is just a racket providing a source
of income to CLE providers who charge high rates for useless programs. That requirement
merely creates a business market for those sellers.

There can be no justification for the dues we pay. much less any possible imncrease.

Orran L. Brown, Sr.

BROWNGREER PLC

250 Rocketts Way

Richmond. Virginia 23231

Telephone: (804) 521-7201

Facsimile: (804) 521-7299

www brownereer.com

This electronic mail is intended to be received and read only by certain individuals. It may contain information that
is privileged or protected from disclosure by law. If it has been misdirected, or if vou suspect you received this in
error, please notify me by replyving and then delete this message and your reply. These restrictions apply fo any

attachment to this email.

Professional Service.

Redefined.

Request for Legislative Activity
Page 11 of 30
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From: Lily Engle

To: publiccomment

Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER Bar Dues

Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 5:59:01 AM
Attachments: imaoe0017391.0na

You don't often get email from lengle@conservationfund.org. Learn why this is important

| support the proposed amendment. The benefits our Bar dues provide and the need for more
resources by the (very hard working) Bar outweigh any negative effects of an increase in fees,
especially when you amortize the annual amount into a monthly cost. Yes, many of us have
strained finances, but we probably spend far more than that amount on coffee or lunch out.

Thank you.

@ THE
CONSERVATION
4 FunD

LAND SUSTAINS US

\

Lily Engle

Assistant Secretary and Deputy General Counsel
The Conservation Fund

202413 6424

lengle@conservationfund. org

From: Susan Harris

To: publiccomment

Subject: EXTERMNAL SENDER Legislative Activity to Amend Va. Code § 54.1-3912
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 2:26:54 PM

[You don't often get email from smozleyharris(@gmail com Leamn why this is important at
hitps://aka ms/T earn AboutSenderldentification ]

Hello,
I am against any sort of increase i dues. They are too high as 1t 15 and a burden for those who do not work for the

government. Thanks. Susan Harris

Request for Legislative Activity
Page 12 of 30
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From: Ryan S. Hershey

To: publiccomment

Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER Do NOT increase bar dues
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 1:01:00 PM

You don't often get email from hershey ryan@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Many attorneys cannot afford this. This is paramount to extortion to be able to practice our
vocation. I strongly object to any increase.

Ryan Hershey
VSB # 85092
From: Matthew MOI"I'iSOn( Eg.
Tao: publiccomment
Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER Public Comment 54.1-3912
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 2:09:33 PM

You don't often get email from mattmorrisonlaw@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Understanding the ever-increasing costs of doing business. I think a modest increase in bar
dues is understandable and not unreasonable. I would certainly leave it to the discretion of the
SCV to determine the appropriate amount that would promote economic efficiency while still
holding some pride that Virginia lawyers are not gouged like other jurisdictions.

I would like to suggest. however. that the VSB consider a dues structure that would allow
attorneys to pay multiple years of bar dues at a slightly discounted rate. For example.
should dues be raised to $300/yr. consider allowing attorneys to pay five years of dues at a
time for $1250 instead of $1500 for all five years. I am confident that many lawyers would
choose that option (tax purposes) and the VSB would see increased long-term liquidity.

-M. Morrison
WVSB #89872

Request for Legislative Activity
Page 13 of 30
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From: Jennie Waering

To: publiccomment

Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER Dues increass
Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 1:31:57 PM

I You don't often get email from jwaering1102@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

VSB,

I would like to propose that when you look at the fees charged,
that you consider reducing fees for those over 65 who are in part
time practice and don’'t fit the inactive category.

I am 70 and wish to keep my license so I can do the

occasional pro bono representation as needed in the low income
communities that I work with as a social activist. I maintain more
CLE than is required. It is a strain to pay the whole fee when
there is no income, but you cannot take inactive status and still
represent clients, I don't think.

Thank you for your consideration of this idea.

Jennie Waering
540-314-1157

Seeking Justice for All
Living on Tutelo Land

From: attyabea@aol.com

To: publiccomment

Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER Legislative Activity to Amend Va. Code § 54.1-3912
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 11:26:16 PM

| wholeheartedly support the proposal to amend the above. It is unrealistic to assume that a $250 cap on
annual dues serves either the VSB needs or those of the public that we serve. Dues need to be increased

in line with the realities of the real world we operate in.

August Bequai. Esq.

1750 Tysons Blvd.. Suite 1500
McLean, VA 22102

(T) (703) 893-4806

(c) (571) 277-5996
attyabeq@aol.com

PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL, AND PRIVILEGED

This communication and all of its attachments. are confidential and protected by the attorney-
client privilege and attorney work product doctrine; as well as any applicable Federal and
State Privacy Laws. It is intended solely for the use of the addressee only. Any unauthorized
use, disclosure, copying or transmission is prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error. please destroy it and all attachments of this communication.

Request for Legislative Activity
Page 14 of 30
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From: Sherry Ramsey

To: publiccomment

Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER. Legislative Activity to Amend Va. Code § 54.1-3912 Comment
Date: Thursday, March 6, 2025 11:54:36 AM

You don't often get email from sramseyesq@aol.com. Learn why this is important

Hello,

| would like to comment on the proposed action to allow an increase to the annual dues. | have never
understood why the amount of dues is the same for attorneys who make a great deal of money every
year and those who work in public interest jobs, or work part time due to health issues or practice mostly
pro-bono work.. The ability to keep our license fo practice should not be determined by the ability to pay
registration fees, which are of course in addition to CLE fees and malpractice insurance.

Especially as we age, we may choose to work only part time or to give back to a community by providing
maostly pro bono work to local groups. It seems unfair to charge the same registration fee for attorneys
not making much money for whatever reason. The one size fits all attorney is unfair and may in some
cases deter attorneys from keeping their license to practice.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sherry Ramsey, Esq.
240-401-7361

AhERE kxR

This e-mail communication and any files transmitted with it may contain privileged and confidential information and is
intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it has been addressed. If you are not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail
in error, please delete it and notify the sender by return e-mail.

From: Doug Welty

To: publiccomment

Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER Lobbying for dues increase
Date: Friday, March 7, 2025 2:14:38 PM

You don't often get email from cdwelty@weltyblair.com. Learn why this is important
Hi, VSB,

I OPPOSE any expenditure of VSB time or resources on lobbying the General Assembly to increase the bar
dues cap. This effort should be left to individual members, if we believe we are being inadequately served.

If resources are becoming an issue, I suggest cutting out the printed glossv Bar magazine and the funds
and other resources allocated to Sections for printed newsletters and annual dinners. These should be
things of the past. In addition, the Annual Meeting should be self-supported by user fees.

Regards,
Doug Welty
Member no. 29480
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From: Seltzer, Cullen D.

To: oublfccomment

Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER Public Comment on Legislative Activity to Amend Va. Code§ 54.1-3912
Date: Thursday, March, 13, 2025 4:07:59 PM

Attachments: imaaeOOlL.m1a

You don't often get email from cseltzer@$andsanderson com Learn why this is important

Dear Mr. Rountree:

| write in support of VSB engaging in Legislative activity to amend the statutory maximum for
dues paid to the VSB.

For 25 years, dues for Bar members have been flatthough the demands on the Bar for services
to the public and to the lawyers it regulates have grown. The Barhas been a good steward of
dues and its reserves but twenty-five years of change in our industry and growing costs have
combined to make the dues established long ago inadeqt1ate today.

I doubt there are any practitioners in Virginia whose income, expenses, or billing rates have
remained flat for twenty-five years. While no one wants or likes dues increases, responsible
management of the Bar's affairs requires income commensurate with its obligations.
Increasing the statutory cap on dues the Bar can charge members is essential to keeping the
Bar as a self-regulating profession and to ensuring the Bar is equipped to protect the public by
regulating and sLipporting members of the Bar.

Please let me know if you have any questions or if | can be of any other support in this effort to
reset the Bar's financial stabillity.

Sincerely,

Cullen D. Seltzer

Cullen D. Seltzer
Aftorney

Sands Anderson PC

PO Box 1998, Richmond, VA 23218-1998

Direct: (804) 783-7235 | Main: (804) 648-1636
www.sandsanderson.com | cseltzer@sandsandersoncom | Bio | yCard
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From: attva aol.com

To: publiccomment

Subject: EXT Legislative Activity to Amend Va. Code § 54.1-3912
Date: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 8:05:40 PM

Caution: This email originated from outside the VSB. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize and have verified the sender.

The proposal makes sense and | fully support it. | have not withessed any abuses by the VSB when it
comes to the use of membership dues. A raise in dues is needed. Thank you.

August Bequai, Esq.
MclLean, VA 22102
Tel.: (703) 893-4806
attyabeqg@aol.com

O. RANDOLPH ROLLINS, ESQ.

0. Randolph Rollins rLc PO. Box 4228  Martinsville, VA 24115
804.405.5080 Mobile
rroflins@orriawyer.com
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
May 1, 2025
Cameron Rountree publiccomment@vsb.org

Executive Director
Virginia State Bar

Re: Support for Bar Dues Increase and Amending Va. Code § 54.1-3912

Virginia State Bar revenues come mainly from member dues, which are $250 for active
members and 5125 for associate members. Even though it is a state agency, it receives no state
funds. Dues have not increased in more than 20 years {and in some years, dues were reduced).
There is a $250 statutory cap on annual bar dues.

Bar staff have considered various cost saving measures over several years and
concluded that further cuts or personnel reductions would impair the Bar’s ability to deliver on
its core mission. Without a dues increase and based on current projections, the Bar’s reserve
($6,539,791 at the end of FY 2024) will be sharply reduced and go negative in 2029,

In my opinion, good financial stewardship says the Bar should not be operating at a loss.
Further, with bar dues among the lowest in the nation, VSB members enjoying the privilege of
practicing law should support a modest dues increase and the necessary amendment to
Va.Code 54.1-3912 to remove the statutory cap.

Respectfully submitted,

. el

0. Randolph Rdllins (VSB 05857)
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From: Jay Speer

To: publiccomment

Subject: EXT: Comment on Legislative Activity to Amend Va. Code § 54.1-3912
Date: Tuesday, May 13, 2025 9:59:41 AM

You don't often get email from jay@vplc.org. Learn why this is important

Caution: This email originated from outside the VSB. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize and have verified the sender.

| support the proposed legislative activity to lift the arbitrary limit placed on bar dues 30 years
ago. From my many years as a legal services attorney, | know that lawyers must do much more
to provide meaningful access to the courts and lawyers. |applaud the VSB efforts to increase
access to justice and | know that VSB could do much more with additional funding.

YW VPLC | lwsane

James W. (Jay) Speer
Executive Director
Attorney at Law

Virginia Poverty Law Center
919 E. Main St., Suite 610
Richmond, VA 23219
804-351-5268

Fax: 804-649-0974

www.vplc.org
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From: Joey Carico <jcarico@svlas.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2025 2:01 PM

To: publiccomment <PublicComment@wsb.org>

Cc: Joey Carico <[carico@svlas.org=
Subject: EXT: Public Comment on Legislative Activity to Amend Va. Code § 54.1-3512

I You don't often get email from jcarico@svlas org. Learn why this is important

Caution: This email originated from outside the VSB. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize and have verified
the sender.

As an attorney who has practiced in Virginia for over 25 years, I consistently support our profession’s efforts to expand
access to justice for all Virginians.

As alegal aid attorney, I especially support the Virginia State Bar’s efforts in this regard with their Access to Legal Services
Department. At present, this Department is staffed by only one full-time employee. In order to effectively carry out the
mission of broader access to legal services, the VSB needs more funding.

One avenue to increase such funding is through a dues increase. Dues have not been increased in 25 years. Therefore, the
ability to implement a dues increase to fund efforts to expand access to legal services is laudable. With more funding, the
VSB could expand their pro bono efforts and provide more support for our membership. I support increased funding for
the VSB and their expanded effort to increase access to legal services for the people of Virginia.

Joseph R. Carico, Esq.
Executive Director

227 West Cherry Streat
Marion, VA 24354

(276) 783-8300, ext. 2212
(276) 378-8400 (fax)

Smﬂhﬁmt Vlrulma
Legal Aid
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From: Mty Wegibreit

To: publicc”Ommént

Subject: EXT: Public Com,nent on Leg:islative Activity to, Amend Code of 1/",rginia §54.1-3'912
I").ate: Thursday, May 15, 202.5 2,4.3:36 PM

You don't ofte get email fro wegbreitlaw@gm "l.com. Learn why tri11j-s::importrint

Caution: This email o:riginated from outside the VSB. Do not click links o:r open
attachments unless you :recognize and. have verified the sender.

Dearr Camernn Rountree - Kindly accept this email in strong support of ameud:ing Code of
Virrginia §54.1-3912 to allow an increase in the statut-Oiy maximum Barr dues, crn:rendy set at
$2:50 since the yea:r 1995.

I am the r-eti:red Director of Litigation from Central Virginia Legal Aid Society, a member of
the Virginia State Ba:r (VSB) fo:r 44 ye.u-s and still an active member as anEme:ritus Pro Bono
Attorney.. My e.rvice to the VSB has iududed six ye,ars on the Third District:, Section II
Disciphn.-uy Committee (2005 - 2011) six ye,ars on the Stand:ttlg Committee on Access to
Legal Services (2017- 2023) and current s.e.rvice on the Bond ofGovemMS of the Senio:r
Lawyers Conference (2024 - ).

The case fo:r aUmving a modest (20%) inc:rease in Bar dues is C-Olllflelliug and ovenvhehning.
VSB dues harve not been increased in 30 years and are the sixth lowest in the conntfj'. Du.ring
that same time period, the Consumer Price Index has mo:re t'han doubled. Tiiis drives up the
cost of sal.ru:-ies benefits equ@m.ent technology, sppplies and cent

In additi.on, due to the added and ne-oessary work taken on by the VSB, including but not
hmit.ed to - access to free trainings and continuing legal education, FastCase, Ma\nactice
Avoidance Hodi:ne, Pro Bono volunta:ry reporting Professionalism Com e, TflIStAocounti:ng
and Billing software, and Virginia F:ree Legal Answers - VSB's expenses no,v exceed
r-evenu.es

While drawing down r-es.erves.over- the next three fiscal years, the VSB faces insolvency by
FY 2029. In thait event, VSB functions would be limited to r-egufation and discipline.
Everytbmg else ,vould be sacr-ificed, including access to legal services

Access to legal services for- Imv-income people has not dlanged appreciably during my entt:ii-e-
43 year legal aid career- in Virgi.ni.a_ Itr-ound 275 legal aid att.omeys are available t-0 serve the
legal ne-ed.sof 1.1 million Imv-income Virginians eligible fo:r their assistance (about 1 legal aid
attorney fo:r every 4,000 pooc people)..I\round 32,000 othesr attorneys are ava:ii.J.abie to sei£"V'e
the legal needs of the othesr 7.7 miUion non-poor-Vnginians (about 1 att.om.ey for- every 240
non-poor-people). E,en ifwe assUtne there are only 11,000 n.o.n- c-Orpocate, non-gover-nment
attorneys to en e those /./ million non-poor Virginians, ibhat still is about 1 attorney for- e,;ery
700 non-poor people).

In short, a non-poor Virginian is about six times mor-¢ likely to have an att.omey than a poor-
Virginian. Acoess to Justic.e tries to r-emed\ythis inequity. Without an increas.e in Bar dues,
the f"mal six words of the Pledge of Allegiance - "with liberty and justice fo:r all" - wiU remain
a cruel mockefY.

Thank you for-yom: oonsideration ofthes.e co.mmellut.s.
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From: Nunley, Chip <cnunley@hunton.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2025 6:05 PM

To: publiccomment <PublicComment@ysb.org>
Subject: EXT: Legislative Activity to Amend Va. Code §

https://aka.ms/
LearnAboutSenderldentification
Click or tap to follow link.

You don't often get email from counley@hunton.com, Learn why this is important

Caution: This email originated from outside the VSB. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize and have verified
the sender.

To the Virginia State Bar,

[ am in favor of the proposed legislative activity to amend Virginia Code 54.1-3912.

In my opinion, the Bar has done a commendable job of administering the disciplinary system and providing services to a growing Virginia lawyer
population. Bar dues have not increased for 23 years, although the cost of rent, office equipment, supplies and labor surely have. We are very fortunate
as Virginia lawyers to be self-governing and with that comes the responsibility to properly administer ourselves. The relatively smallincrease in dues, the
firstin 25 years, is a necessary step to see that the Bar can continue to properly carry out its mission. Personally, | also hope that some of the proposed
dues increase can be used to support efforts of the Bar to increase the access to legal services for all Virginians, whether they be compensated services
or pro bono services.

Thanks for your time and consideration.
Regards,
Chip Nunley

H U N TO N k;’:{'r::f Nunley

ANDREWS KURTH | cnunley@HuntonAK com
p 804.788.8679
bio | vCard
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From: John Whitfield <jwhitfield@brls_org>

Sent: Friday, May 16, 2025 2:57 PM

To: publiccomment <PublicComment@vsb.org>

Subject: EXT: Comments re Proposed Legislative Activity to Amend Va. Code § 54.1-3512

‘fou don't often get email from jwhitfield @bris.ors. Leam why this is important

Caution: This email originated from outside the VSB. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize and have verified the sender.

On behalf of Blue Ridge Legal Services, the legal aid society that serves the Shenandoah and Roancke Valleys of Virginia, [write
to register our suppeort for the Virginia State Bar's proposal to seek the lifting of the existing statutory limitation on the amount the
V3B can levy annual for membership bar dues. The V3B has not increased its bar dues in a quarter century, and this statutory
cap prevents the V8B from seeking any increase, no matter how necessary it may be to achieving the V3B's mission.

If the V5B is fo effectively accomplish its four-pronged mission of (1) protecting the public; (2) regulating the legal profession in
Virginia; (3} advancing access to legal services; and (4) assisting in improving the legal profession and the judicial system, it
needs to have adequate rescurces. From legal aid's perspective, we are crifically in need of the VSB's active support in
promoting access to legal services, particularly in its work promoting increased pro bono participation among its membership.
The V5B is uniquely situated to promote pro bono work, yet it lacks the staffing to fully meet its potential for doing so. Adequately
funding these activities could make a dramatic difference in our efforts to increase pro bono work participation and access to
justice in Virginia.

$250 in 2000 is equivalent in purchasing power fo about $464.28 today, an increase of $214.28 over those 25 years. In light of this
significant diminution in buying power, it is no surprise that the VSB is now financially strapped and unable to perform all of its
functions effectively. For this reason, it seems abundantly clear that the current statutory cap of $250 in annual bar dues urgently
needs to be lifted, and | strongly support the Bar's proposal to pursue this in the Virginia General Assemibly.

Thank you for considering these views.
With kind regards,

John E. Whitfield
Executive Director/General Counsel

'r_ Blue Ridge

a"la#ll Services
204 N. High Street
F.O. Box 551
Harrisonburg, VA 22803
Fhone: (540] 433-1830

Fax: (540) 433-2202
jwhitfield@brls.org | www.brls.org
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¥ GEN'TRAL VIRGINIA _ _
¥ LEGAL AID SOCIETY v e hileli

TO: Cameron Rountree, VSB Executive Directo1r, publiccomment@yvsb.org

FROM: llisa A.. Bennett, Director of Pro Bono, Central Virginl.aLegal Aid Society (CVLAS)i
RIE:  Public Comment o,n Legislattive Activity to Amend Va1.Code§ 54.1-3912
DATE: May 11.6, 2025

Thank yoiu for the invitation to submit public comment..Asa recipient offederalfunding, Central Vi1 1rEiinia
legal Aid's staff provides p'ublic comment i1n accordaflice with 45 C.FJL §1612.6 and onlv in compelllin1
circumstances and whine such comm@nts comport a,nd further CVIIAS's mission to, provide free civillle8al
services to low-Incofllle indMdua,Is. In my capacity as CVLA:s's mrector of Pro Bono an.d a,sa legal aid

11awver wiith thirty-five (35} years o,efxperie111ce, these comments are submitted in su’pport of the
11proposal to amend Codie of Virginia §54,1-39,12to allow the first increase in the m,axirnium for annuall
dues ,(currenUy $250) paidito tlhe Virginia State I1Bar (VSIB}in thirty (30,) years.

Ih,e VSB has not had a,dues increase in 25 yea,rs. Since then, tthe mission of the VSB has added| atihird
a,nd fourth prong to: (3) advance aocess to I'egal services, and (4) a,ss.ist in improving the legal profession
a’lnd the judicial system. These missions -especially adlvancing access to lega,l services- cannot be
sustained in light of th.e resource oonsuaints imposed by tlhe olltda tedIstatute setting maximl:im bar
dues

The Access t,0 Legal Services Committee was only recently mad,e a standing ,committee (which is
perma,n.ent), as opposed to a spec,al oommittee ,(whtc:h can be temporary),. 1Excluding theVirtinia
lawyer Referral Serviice, the VSB Access to L @alServices Department is staffed by only one fullatirne
employee, orrlsu Gann. She rs s1.1ppoilied only part-time by an administ,rafo,e assistant who is shared
with two OM1e-r departments.

Mis. 6antz continuously operates at full capadty even a,s the demand for her work continues to grow.
Among other tasks, she compiles information from the annual voluntary Pro Bono reporting in effect
slnce 2019, fa.cmtaltes qua,nerly meetings.of the Access to Legal Servl,ces Committee., p,rovid:esservices
needed for the four annu,al Pm Bono awards., andl administers Virginia,Free Legal Answers (often
answering q1JJestions of an urgent na,ture or which go unanswered by 11olun@ee,rs for lo,ng periods of
time). Ms. Gantz convenes a Pro Bemo oonsortiurn comprised of qua lified legal service providers.and law
schools to further bes.t practice sin Virginia.

ou,e to llimited staffing and fun,din.g, the VSB has relucta,ntl¥ curtailed m.ember service sand programs.
Recentily, the VSB hadto declfne trie opportunity to administer the Supreme Colllrt of Virginia's Access to
Justice Commiss,ion'spropo,sed statewi.de pro bon,o portalllsystem (Paladin). desp,ite strong interest,
because of financial and sta, ffing limitations.

The VSaA wants to e1<pama p.ro bon,oefforts, I>upport members, and admiriister Pal.idim, none of which are
possible without remo,ving the statutory cap ondties. Virginia is poised to m,;11kerneainingful g.iins. in
clo siing th,e jiusHce gap thru it's Pm IBono Virsini,acampaign. Withou,t a dlu:es ii1ncrease, the VSIBwilllbe
unableto staff the Access to Legal ServicesDepartment at a me,aningful I@\lell. The sit11.1ation i,s

JO1 West Broad Street Suite 1'01 , Richmond VA 23220
Direct: (&04) 200 6038 Fax; (804) 649-8794
Lisa@cvlas.org

Commentis fioadinyee QB YUMNSA Poticveir


mailto:publiccomment@vsb.org
mailto:Lisa@cvlas.org
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Continued from the previous page.

approaching a crisis. For the next three fiscal years, the VSB will be drawing down its reserve funds and
will be insolvent by FY 2029 without an increase in member dues.

If that were to occur, the V5B would have to eliminate most functions not involving regulation and
discipline, and potentially lay off more than 10% of staff. If the statutory maximum is lifted, the VSB
would request that the Supreme Court approve a dues increase of no more than 20% — an increase of
550. This would make dues equal to the $300 statutory maximum in effect in 1995. For all these
reasons, the increase in the statutory maximum should be approved.

incerely, e

\_ isa A. Benniett
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L S C V

Legal Services Corporation of Vir.ginia
May 19,2025

Cameron M Rountree, Executive Director
Virgmm State Bar

1111 East Main Street, Suite 700
Richmond, VA 23219-0026

BY EQMAIL ONLY TO: publiccolll!llent@:vsb_org

Re: Prnposed engagement M. legi<;bnve acti,ity to Amend Va. Code§ 54.1-3912

Dear Camernn:

I'am writmg as Executive Director of the Legal Servioes Corporation of Virginia (LSCV)
to support the proposal of the Virginia State Bar (VSB) to engage in legislative activity to amend
Va_ Code §54 1-3912 durmg the 2026 General Assembly Session_ This amendment would give
the Supreme Court of Virginia greater flexibility to et the rate for annual bar dues for Virginia
lawyers anJ ensure that the VSB has the resources needed to continue to support members of the
Bar efficiendy and effectiveiy  In addition to supporting Bar members, an adequately funded
VSB is also critical to hel.ping LSCV fulfill our 01.vn mission_

As you know, LSCV works to develop, fond, coordinate, and oversee the delivery of civil
legal services to people living m poverty throughout Virgmia Our ten legal aid programs closed
26,700 cases last year, benefiting more ilian 73,000 Virginians_ We couldn't do our work as
effectively without the close partner ship of the VSB_ fo the past year alone, we have worked wi:th
your talented staff to streamline administration ofVirgin.ia's Interest on Lawyers' Trust
Accounts (IOLTA) Program, to explore ,vays to boost prn bono awareness and contributions,
and to identify and address issues impacting access to legal services for low-income Virginians_
The work of LSCV and our programs is gready enhanced through our partnership with the VSB,
and we have seen .fnsvhand the efficiency, expertis:e, and dedication of your team.

But the rnle oflaw and access to legal services in Virginia will only be as strong as vhe
Bar that regulates onr profession_An increase in Bar dues is long overdue- and for these reasons
LSCV supports ilie VSB's proposed efforts

With kindest regar:ds, I am

Sincerely yours,

—7—_

Tim Frei:lich, Executive Director
Legal Services Corporation of Virginia

9119 E_Main Street, Suite 615 Richmond, Virgi1lia 23219-2620
Telephone: 804-782-9438 Website.-wwwJscy_org E-Maf/-lim@lsci11_org
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From: Clay Warner<CWarner@justice4all.org>

Sent: Monday, May 19, 2025 3:55 PM

io:publiccomment <Publi mmen

Subject: EXT: Legislativ,e Activity to Amend Va. Code§ 54.1-3912 - Comments of Legal Aid Justice Center

You don't often get emilil from cwamer@justice4all.org. |.eilrn why this is im@orumt

Caution: This email originated from ourtsidethe VSIB. IDo not dick links oropen attaclhments unless you recognize and have
verified tlhe sender.

The Legal Aid Justice Center (LAJC) supports an increase in memberdues payable to the Virginia,State Bar,(VSB). We also support VSB's efforts
to draw attention to its dire 1iinancial situation, and we support its efforts to modify Va. Code§ 54..1-3912 to ‘raise the cap on VSB member
dues.

LAJC is "tegal aid sodety" provid1nglegal services to Virginians who are "unable to pay fur" such services, as descn1bedin 15 VAC 5-10-10..

VSB member dues-which provide nearly all oii VSB's funding - have not increased in twenty-five yea rs. We do not know now VSB has suc-
cessfully maintained its core functions (regulation of lawyer eth1cal behavior, and tracking mandatory continuing'legal education} over that
period in tihe absence of a dues increase. Basic expenses like salaries, rent, and/the cost oftechnology nave all increased sign1ficantly during
that time.

But during tnat time VSB's mission has also expanclecl to include something of spedal interest to LAJC: it has been charged to "advance
access to legal services." That task sorely needs attention. Accorclingto a recent report commissioned by tihe Legal Services Corporation:

75%oHow-income householdsin tneSoutihex,perienced/at teastonecivil legal problem inthe past year-and manyoflhese problems

(threats of eviction, for example) have a substantial impost on peopte's lives.

92% of those with dvHlegal problems do not get any or enough legal help for the problems that nad a substantial impact on them.
« 49% of requests for tegal assistance must be turned clown by legal aid organizations because of limited resources.

VSB has plans to help clos,ethat "justice gap" - notably through the use of a statewide internet jportal for pro bone services. But it nas been
unable to implementthose plans because of limited funding. I'f dues are not increased, VSB wilt be forced to abandon that part oiiits miss1on.

Thank you for your cons1d'erntion.

Clay Warner
General Counsel
Lega'l Aid Justice Center
64102 Arlington Blvd., Suiite 1130
Falls Church, VA 22042
(703) 282-4067

Lcwamer@justkedall.org



mailto:CWarner@justlce4all.org
mailto:PublicComment@vsb.org
mailto:%2Ccwamer@justke4all.org

Appendix page 25

From: ValerieL'Herrougyalerie@vplc.org>
Semt: Tue5day, May 20, 2025 4:49PM

To: publiccomment <PublicComment@vsb.org>
Cc: FaithKallmangEaith@vplc.org>

Subject: EXT: Publiccomment relLegislativeActivityto ArrnendVa.Code§54.1-3912
Caution:Thisemailoriginatedfrom outsidetheVvSB. Donot click li11ksoropen attachmentsunlessyou recognizeand have verifiedthesender.

Public Comments from Virginia Poverty Law Center Regarding LegislativeActivity to Amend Va. Code§ 54.1-3912
VirginiaPovertyLaw Centersupportse @pandingthe StateBar'scapacitytoincl'easeitsprogl'amslo expandaccess to legal services.

The VSB's AccesstoLegal ServicesCommitteehas been a driverbellind Virginia'spushto im,proveaccesstojustice, an issuethat [1asbecomemoreemergent int hewakeof
the pandemic,andstudiesshowingtl,at accesstojusticeandlegal services in Virginiaare lacking, TheNational Centerfor Access to JusticegivesVirginiaa scoreof 30.30; we
are ranked19thout of 50 states; Richmondremainsrankedhigl1est in thecountry/orrateof evictionfiungs,

Whileincreasingpro bono programs will not be enoughto meaningfully e @panaaccessto legal services, it isnonetheless important. VirginiaPoverty Law Cent,errecently
learneel that theVSBhashadtodeclinethe opportunitylo administer a statewideprobonoporial prn,posedbythe SupremeCourt of Virginia's Accessto JusticeCommission-
not becauseof a lack of support fortl1e proposal,but dueto financial concernsandlackof staff capacity.

We understandthatthe VSB isseekingto amendVa,Code§ 54.1-3912tolift the $250 ca,p on statebarmembershipdues.

Evenl:leyond improvingaccesslo justice-animporta11t aspect of the statebar'smission-projectionsshowtl1eVSB will beinsolvent I:ly 2030-2031under current budgeting,
This will createa stateofcrisis for the statebar'sabilitylo regulatethe legal profession.

We support, therefore,ena'bUngtheVSBto seeklegislativeaccesstolift thecaponmembershipdues. The last actiontakenl:lythe legislatureinregardto membershipd'ues
wastlhirlyyearsago:reduc/ngtheduescapfrom$300 to$250.

If adjustedto thecurrentirateof inflation, the duescap shouldbe $525 today. Whilewewouldprefera tieredduesrate, for new attorneysandithoseworkinginthe public
interest sector,it seemswell past limetorevisit the matterofthe membershipduescap, botl1for thesakeof professional regulationand forensuringthat accessto justicecan
l:lemeaningfullysupported.

than@you

On behalf of VirginiaPovertylaw Center

Valerie L'Herrow

DeputyDirector, Centerfor Family Advocacy
VVP LC | @ @ty Virginia
Poverty Law Center

919 Easl MainStreel,Suite610¢ Richmond,VA 23219
LIVW vplc.org



mailto:valerie@vplc.org
mailto:PublicComment@vsb.org
mailto:Faith@vplc.org

Appendix page 26

* Received after the close of the Public Comment Period:

From: Casey, Tara <tcasey@richmond.edu>»

Sent: Wednesday, May 21, 2025 12:36 PM

To: publiccomment <PublicComment@vsh.org>

Subject: EXT: Dues increase will improve access to justice

You don't often gat email from tcasey@richmond.edu. Learn why this is important

Caution: This email originated from outside the VSB. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize and have verified the
sender.

Dear Friends,

As 3 longtime, full member of the Virginia State Bar, as well as the Access to Legal Services Committee, | write to express my support of & dues increase for all
members.

One core element of the V5B's mission is “to advance access to legal services”. | was heartened with the Access to Legal Services Committee became a standing
committee, which solidified the importance of this prong in the operations of the V5B. Access to Legal Services is only staffed by one full-time employeg, Crista
Gantz; Cris has done and continues to do a phenomenal job with limited resources and has truly imprinted the importance of access to justice across the
Commonwealth.

However, to expand pro bono efforts and suppart V3B members, more resources are needed. Therefore, | support removal of the statutory cap on dues, which
requires legislative action to amend Va. Code § 54.1-3912.

Stay gold,

Tara Louise Casey

Professar of Law, Legal Practice

Director, Carrico Center for Pro Bono & Public Service
Director, Bridge to Practice Fellowship Program
University of Richmond Schoaol of Law

Fronauns: She/Her (What does this mean?)
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* Received after the close of the Public Comment Period:

am VIRGINIA LEGAL o
JIAIL SOCIETY =

JUSTICE FOR ALL 434 5283571 Fax

David B. Neumeyer, Esq., Executive Director
Keita C. Rodgers, Director of Administration

Writer's direct phone: 434-455-3090
davidn@vlas.org May 222025 By Email

Cameron Rountree

Virgima State Bar

111 East Main Street. Sute 700
Richmond, Virgtma 23219-0026

Re: Proposed Legislative Action to Lift the VSB s $2350 Dues Cap
Dear Cameron:

I write as a Virgia attormey, first admutted 1 1985, as the executive director of Virgima Legal Aad
Society since 1990, and as former and current member of several VSB commnuttees that rely heavily on
support by the VSB staff. the current commuttes being the Study Commuttee on Entry, Growth, and
Distribution of Virginia Attomeys.

The EGAD-VA Commuttee 1s studying and will report this conung fall on growing challenges that are
fundamental to the administration of justice and mission of the bar. namely the availability of legal
services to ALL Virgimans regardless of location, income, or other factors that may affect their access to
legal help. The commuttee has consumed large amounts of my time since March 2024 and wall continue
to do so for most of this calendar year, but the burden on me has been small compared to the massive
amounts of time and labor required for our staff director, Crista Gantz, as she collects, analyzes, and
prepares for use spoken, textual and numerical information from mmltiple scores of sources for use by
our committee and ultimately by Bar Council This work is crucial to our committee as we determine the
extent, impact, and most promising solutions for the expanding number of Virgimans who have no
access to legal help when they need 1t now and will have less access i the future.

Cnsta 1s of course also staff director of the Access to Legal Services Comnutiee, which has mynad
responsibilities, and for administrative support shares one assistant with two other VSB depariments.
She needs more support now and will need more in the future as new needs for her time develop. 1
therefore strongly support the removal of the legislative cap on dues so that the bar can more
meanngfully respond to staffing needs without the artificial barner of a dues cap imposed 25 years ago.

David B. Neumeyer

Arrevicas Parerer 3
LS ke Equml Juic I_I'I'I]tE-I_'I. Y

LEDAL GENYISEE GRAFEFATIGH

Ciffices in: Danwille, Martinsville, Fammville. Lynchburg and Suffolk » Outreach Center in South Hill
Free legal advice and information at 1-888-LeglAid (534-5243) and legal information at www VLAS ong and wenw V3l egalAid.org
Central Virginia, Danville-Pittsylvania County, Franklin-Southampton, Henry County & Martinsville, South Hampion Roads
and Prince Edward United Way member agency
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* Received after the close of the Public Comment Period:

From: . mccauley53@gmail.com <. mccauleys3 @gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 22, 2025 1:14 PM

To: publiccomment <PublicComment@vsb org>; Rountree, Cameron <CRountree@vsh org>
Subject: EXT: Public Comment on Conversion of W5B Conferences to Sections

Caution: This email originated from outside the VSB. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize and have verified the sender.

Dear Cameron,

On May 12, 2025, the VSB gave notice and invited comment on proposed changes to the Bylaws of the Virginia State Bar and Council (Bylaws).
While the posting notes that the changes to the Bylaws are proposed, given that the Supreme Court enterad the Order on April 16, 2025, to make
the conversion of the 4 Conferences to Sections no later than June 30, 2025, | don't see or understand what is left for me to comment about! The
deed has been done.

I understand that the reason given for making this significant change is that “the Court has determined itis in the finance interests of the Virginia
State Bar that its four conferences . . . be converted to sections.” Presumably, this means that the VSB will now be able to charge members of
these 4 conferences “section dues,” and perhaps require that they pay for the expenses of their projects and programs out of a section budget,
not the general budget.

| am sympathetic to the VSB's financial situation and its intent to garner support to introduce a bill to have the General Assembly lift the statutory
cap on annual dues. | support that initiative and believe that an increase in annual dues has become necessary as the VSE has depleted its
reserve to pay for operating expenses that have risen over several years. The VSB needs to increase its revenue to meet the expenses of its
operations.

What | do not support and oppose is the conversion of the conferences to sections. To me, the work and progress of the Conferences has always
been broader and more reaching than any of the sections of the VSB. The scope of work and outreach of the four conferences extends well beyond
serving its members but rather focuses on serving the needs of the public and legal community at large. | cannot say that about the work of the
sections which tend more to serve their respective members’ interests, which is OK. But my point is that the four conferences are by no means
comparable to the sections and should not be treated as such.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this rule change.

Respectfully,
Jim

James Michael McCauley
Law Office of James M. McCauley

17 Bridgehampton Place
Richmond, Virginia 23229
Ethics/Prof. Responsibility
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Virginia State Bar
1111 E. Main Street, Suite 700
Richmond, Virginia 24219-0026
Telephone: (804) 775-0500

MINUTES OF THE VIRGINIA STATE BAR
COUNCIL MEETING

Date: June 12, 2025, 9:15 a.m.

Location: Hilton Oceanfront, 3001 Atlantic Avenue, Virginia Beach

The VSB Council met on Thursday, June 12, 2025. At 9:15 a.m., President Michael M. York called
the meeting to order. Sixty-four (64) committee members attended in-person, satisfying the
meeting quorum requirement in Part |, Art. V, Sec. 2 of the Bylaws of the Virginia State Bar (VSB).
There was no remote participation.

B. Approval of Legislative Activity to Amend Va. Code Sec. 54.1-3912
Michael York presented a request for approval of legislative activity. A copy of the memo
dated June 11, 2025, re: Request for Approval to Engage in Legislative Activity to Amend
Va. Code § 54.1-3912 in the 2026 General Assembly Session was included in the materials
provided to Council.

After a discussion, a motion was made by Susan Tarley and seconded by Debra Powers
to vote to approve the request to engage in legislative activity to amend Va. Code § 54.1-
3912 in the 2026 General Assembly Session and to petition the Supreme Court for
approval.

The motion passed, and Council approved the request to engage in legislative activity to
amend Va. Code § 54.1-3912 in the 2026 General Assembly Session and to petition the
Supreme Court for approval. Member Gifford Hampshire voted “yes” verbally. All other
members voted using the Poll Everywhere voting tool. The electronic voting results are
appended to these minutes.
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Marie Washington
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Tom Bell

Matt Foster
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Zaida C Thompson

Adrienne George-Eliades

Kyle Elliott

Luis Perez

Dale Pittman

Ann Marie Park
Richard Howard-Smith
Paul Melnick

Lisa Wilson
CaroleHC

Patrick C. Murphrey
Alison Mullins
Peter McDermott

E M Wright Jr
Tamika Jones
Chidinma U. Harley
W. Huntington Byrnes
Sebastian Norton
Benjamin A. Shute
Joel McClellan
Allen Bareford
David Hagan

Derek Davis

Screen Name
DJ Hansen

Response
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Response
Yes
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35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:47
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:47
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:47
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:46
6/12/2025 9:47

Juli Porto
Gobind Sethi
Susan Butler
Cullen Seltzer
Craig E. Ellis
Hope Townes
Chidi James
Susan Tarley
Lonnie D Nunley, llI
Brett Marston
Adam Krischer
Naveed Kalantar
Christine Mougin-Boal
Penn Bain

Will Egen
Jonathan Petty
Joanna Suyes
Jim Hundley
Veronica Meade
Molly Newton
Nicole Upshur
Rex Flynn

Bretta lewis
Jeremiah Denton
Stephanie Grana
Bruce Russell

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
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